
THE DRESDA LIGHTWEIGHT King ston by-p as s th e S uz uki fairl y l eapt 
to 75/ 80 and th en buz ze d co nt e nt e dl y 
alon g lik e, a grea t bumbl e lic e, th e 
Dr e sda ex hau s ts makinµ: a n ice m e ll o w 
n ote. T h e Dr e sda Su zuki feds as if it i s 
laz in g about at 80, and any chan ge in 
th ro ttl e se tt ing produt" cs a n imme diat e 
pu sh ba ckward s . U nlik e o th e r hi gh. 
pow ered two-s troke r oad ma, ·hin e,; that l 
have ridd en , th e motor wa s n ot th e d e mi
nant featur e of the mad,inc: th e Dr csda 
imp re sses one with a taut , li ve ly and r e
spon sive air th a t ,·o <hlles one into alar
mingl y ac ul c ang les of 1,·an and knife. 
ed ge chan ges in direc-ti o n . It s 300 lb or 
so arc b a lan ce d liea utifully , aiul th e front 
brake is extr em e ly p owe rful :111<1 r e liahl c: 
the untun cd sta te o f th e c n µ:in e le av es one 
with cnlrnn cc<l brcarlth of us abl e torque, 
and on ly th e ra zo r -cdi,:ed win,I at sub
zero temp e ratur es per s ua1led m e to re
turn to Putn ey aft er o nl y 20 mil es o r s o. 
It gav e me th e fe e l of th e O SSA 23 0. It 
wa s a m ac hin e o f supr em e utilit y for th e 
so le purpo se o f pur e riding plca,-urc: th e 
Dr esd a dra gs yo u to th e neare s t twi s ty 
and tortuou s s tr e tch of road, a nd lea ves 
yo u with th e d es ire to ju s t turn r o und 
an d rid e agai n for 1he fun o f it . 

THE ~lde st.' an d mo st e ffecti ve, form of 
tunmg 1s to add li ghtn ess. Da ve 

De gens embodi es in hi s Dre sda lHn
we ighl s pr eci sely thi s approac h, and 

0

the 
Suzuki repla cement for the Dre sda 
Triumph as hi s main slay is a typi cal 
exa mple of performan ce ga ined by weight 
remov ed. An ex haustiv e stud y of all th e 
availabl e mo1or / gearbox unit s on the 
market sin gled out the Suzuk i 500 as the 
best all -r ound bet. Thi s unit is not di s
lin gui shed by it s light weight , but rather 
by it s prov en reli abilit y, it s good pow er 
at low r.p.m., and int erchan geab ilit y of 
spare s over the whol e serie s of machine s 
from the original Cobra onward. It is in
lere stin g al so to remembe r that Suzuki' s 
" Daytona " barrel s, heads and pi ston s can 
be fitted dir ectly wi th ou t any sp ecial 
ma chinin g. The exhau st syslem was 
reall y th e only part of the motor that was 
studi ed wi th a view to pr odu cin g a special 
Dre sda system. Th e result of thi s work is 
a smoothl y styled megaphone car cass en 
casin g what is virtua ll y an expan sion 
chamb er wi th multipl e stin gers. T hi s un
likel y combination proved to deliver 
more power that th e standard system, 
whil e alteri n g th e note and r etaini ng a 
very good le vel of silen cin g to boot . 
Thi s pa ckage was th en filled to a spe cia l 
Dre sda li ghtweight fram e, with car eful 
attention to engine pla cement. The result 
is that the Dr esda Suzuki accelerate s fran
ti call y fa st without tho se unplea sant and 
tolall y une ccessary wheelie s. Of course 
if you lik e drivin g a monowhe el , ju st 
move the engine backward s by half an 
inch . . . then you ge t them . .. but 
don ' t ask me to rid e it. 

Th e weight saving is carri ed on right 
thr ough the bike , Even the ignition 
switch nearly got th e chop. Swan-neck 
clip -on s are ava ilab le but were not fitted 
to the bike that we tried , whi ch had 
str aig ht bar s. The fork s are of Dre sda 
de sign and manufac tur ed by REH lo 
their specifi cation s. The fr ont brake is 
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one of tho se four -shoe JC brake s, cast in 
aluminium now tha t the ele ctron casting s 
are fini shed . Th e rear hub is a small 
con ical affair of quite adequa te power and 
li1tle wei ght . Th e s teady impr oveme nt 
in the overall fini sh of Dr esda machin es 
has now brought the level up to a very 
hi gh s tandard. It is parti cularly evident 
in th e good tailor ed fit of the glass -fibr e 
work and it s nea t and unifi ed des ign . 
Only one featur e of th e gla ss-fibre unit s 
ann oyed me, that be in g the wide rea r part 
of the tank . It is styli sh, and un co mfor
table as th e exce ll ent front brak e for ces 
one to a clo se and painful position . 

The batt ery is carried in a full r ece ss 
in th e top of the gla ss-fibre oil tank , 
which is fitt ed nea tly be1wee n the rear 
down tuh es of the fram e. A sight le vel 
is left for oil chec king , but would be 
better repl aced by a dip sti ck as th e tran s
paren cy of the tank side leave s mu ch to 
be des ired. The rear- suspens ion unit s a re 
Betor five -way adju stabl e, and mo s t e ffec 
ti ve on th is li ght ma chin e. The overall 
wei ght is quot ed as around 300 lb on the 
road. It really feel s eve n li ght er , but thi s 
slimmin g tr ea tment d oes wonder s for th e 
power / weight ratio. The s teer in g is 
help ed by the Timken tap er -roil er bea r 
ing s in the he ad race s, and th ese al so 
recur in the swingin g arm. 

We had the opportun ity to ge t the feel 
of thi s ma chine on a bitt erl y cold and 
wind y day. The lo ck on th e steerin g im
medi ately caught me out , as I h ad not 
expe cted it to have su ch a small ran ge of 
mo vement: on ce on th e mov e, after di s
cove ring the wide turning ci rcle at r est, 
th is ca used no difficultie s, and ind eed the 
waIJ set relati onsh ip of footr es ts handl e
bar s and seat produ ced a feeling of in 
stant ma ster y of th e situation. The 
acce lera tion and rap id throttle respon se 
gave one the fee l of being on the end of 
th.e leash of a giant greyhound, on th e 
point of tak in g off a t any in stant . On ce 
out of the Putney tr a ffic and on to th e 

The final s ta ge s of full y so rting out th e 
Dr es da Suz uki are n ow und er way , and 
!h 0 odd detail - lik e an unpoli s h ed bra cket 
-se t to right s . Th e µ:1·owth of small 
speciali st manufa ctur er s lik e Dre s d a un
derlin es th e number of lo st opp or tuniti es 
th ere arc for th e grabbing by th e larg e 
fir ms, and now a few spcc iali i::t s arc pro
ducing co mpl e te ma .. hin cs that a rc 
ge nuin ely tailor e d to th e individu a l ye t 
still can b e bought at a r easo n a bl e pric e. 
How simple for BSA , for exa mpl e, to 
have mark e ted th e spc ,·i fy- it-you rse lf 
motorc ycl e ran ge w ith th e ir comput e r 
co ntr olled fa ctory .. . and h ow ve r y un
lik e ly that suc h an id ea would hav e go t 
pa s t the propo sal stag e h ad i t even been 
put forward . . . Dav e D cge n s see m s to 
know what hi s Engli sh, Fre n ch and other 
cus tomer s r ea ll y wan t , and on th e s how
ing of thi s Dresda S uzuk i hi s produ cts 
nee d only a little further civili s ing to 
satis fy a yet wider market than h e already 
en jo ys . 

East & West meet at Dresda where the fabulous Suzuki 500cc 
twin cylinder two stroke motor _ with it s smooth rubber 
mounted 47 b.h.p. and 5-speed tr ansmission is allied w ith the 
Dresda Lightweight cycle , resulting in impeccabl e handling, 
scorching acceleration and braking to racing standard . Rea dy to 
ride it weig hs 300 lb, 25% lighter than ~ny othe _r super bik e. Its 
available in many colour schemes and with a variety of ?P tional 
extras to suit any rider. From £616 inc . P.T. 

The same cycle parts available!" c?mpo_nent form for 
owners ofT500 models e.g. Frame Kit wrt~ Swing Arm , Units, 
Tank , Seat, Oil tank, footrests an~ spec,~I ch, ome exhaust 
sys tem £150 or for racing men the kit has s,ngle high back seat 
and expansion boxes £155 Wheel & Brake {4 cam & 11" Disc) 
& Fork Assemblies also available So write, phone or call 
at ... 

DRESDA 
139 PUTNEY BRIDGE ROAD 
LONDON SWl5 2PA 
Tel: 01-870 3934 


